3.0 ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

The English examination consisted of two sections:
Section A — Objective items; Section B — composition writing.

3.1 GENERAL PERFORMANCE OF CANDIDATES

Table 6 below shows the performance of candidates in English in the 2011 KCPE examination.
Similar data for the years 2008, 2009 and 2010 is also provided for comparison.

Table 6: General Performance in English for the last four years.

Year 2008 2009 2010 2011
Paper | Obj Comp | Obj Comp | Obj Comp | Obj Comp
% Mean | 41.58 |[4048 4576 |3240 4912 |[4270 |46.24. |4247

From the Table 6 above, the following can be deduced:

(i) That the percentage mean for the objective paper declined by 2.88 points front 49.12 in 2010 to
46.24 in 2011;

(ii) That the percentage mean for the composition paper also declined slightly by 0.23 points from
42.70 in the year 2010 to 42.47 in 2011

Figure 1 below shows the performance pattern in the two papers graphically.
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32 SECTION A: OBJECTIVE PAPER

The percentage mean for the paper declined to 46.24 and is comparable to the 2009 level when it was
45.76.

3.2.1 Analysis of selected items
Figure 2 below shows the pattern of performance per item in the objective paper for a sample of

768,606 candidates (nearly the entire) whose mean was 23.00/46.00 per centage with a standard
deviation of 6.68. : :
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From Figure 2 above, it can be observed that there were cight (8) questions in the year 2011KCPE
English Objective Paper in which 30% or less of the candidates scored correctly. These questions,
together with the percentage of candidates scoring on them correctly are shown in Table 7.

Table 7:Questions with a facility index of 30% and below.

Question Number 4 8 11 12 22 35 39 49

% Scoring Correctly | 29.93 | 21.97 19.11 20.60 | 28.82 { 29.86 |20.05 13.74

Questions 4, 8, 11 and 12 were all based on the cloze passage below. Four out of fifteen items in the
cloze passage gave candidates problems.



Questions 1 to 15
Read the passage below [t containg blank spaces numbered 1 to 15. For each blank space, choose the
best alternative from the choices given.

It s oftenn _1  that all living things, plants and animals, havea 2 for existence. Each living

orgamism plavs an important role it exists. However, there is one creature whose importance 1s

3
A tosee. This is the mosquite. What most people know 8 this tiny beast is that it is the major _6__
by which Malaria is spread. It is therefore not 7 that some people have demanded the complete
ehmination of  _8 _species from the face of the earth.

It iy interesting to note that the insect does not 9 to spread disease. It just wants to feed itsell
and to reproduce. Researchers have discovered that the female mosquito needs to feed on blood in
order to lay eggs. As it moves from one sourct to another in 10 of blood, it ends up picking up and
spreading the organisms that cause the disease. A comemon rule of nature 15 11 ot work here: the
sprvival of one creature means the death of another.

Some scientists have argued that the insectis not 12 useless. It serves as food for some
other creatures such as Hzards, geckos and birds. The lives of these predators 13 be Yt risk if there

were no mosquitoes, and this would 14 affect the population of animals that in tum feed on the

predators. All this would finally affect the food chain, causing an imbalance 15 nature.
Question 4
A, hard B.  nmpossible €. gasy D, clear

Response Pattern

Option A¥* B* C D
% choosing the option 29.93 32.79 25.45 11.06
Mean mark in other guestions 26.860 21.97 20.68 [9.36

The question tested the candidates’ ability to select the appropriate adjective that collocates with the
expression “to see”. In the context of the passage the narrator finds it difficult to see any importance
of the mosquito. The idiomatic expression used is ’hard to see’”. This is given in option A, Majority
of candidates choose option B (“impossible to see”. This is so final and does not accord with what 1s
later revealed about the mosquito. Option C and D present a situation contrary to that i A and B and
hence wrong as it is not consistent with the flow of thought.

Question 8§

A that B. . Do these
Response Pattern
Option A B cr D
% choosing the option 627 27.00 21.97 44.04
Mean mark in other questions 18.39 20.26 24.33 24.94




This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the demonstrative determiner before the noun
“species”. Candidates were misled by the seemingly plural form of the word “species” when in fact it
is singular and has no plural form. The brightest candidates chose the wrong option D. Tndeed, even
the average candidates who chose option B relied on the same misconception. Together these two
categories accounted for 71.04% of the candidature. These can only mean that teachers have not taught
(std 5, std 8) such nouns in this class, as, ‘series’, © genesis, news, politics, ‘measles’, ‘rabies:

Question 11

A, seen B, found €. noticed D observed
Response Pattern

Option A* B ¢ D*

% choosing the option 19.11 19.25 25.68 35.25

Mean mark in ether questions 25.98 23.62 2343 2238

Like number 4, this question tested the candidates’ ability to select the appropriate word that
collocated with those in the context. Normally, the idiomatic expression goes: “seen at work” meaning
in operation. Candidates chose ‘observed’ option D. Observed/noticed suggests a physical
phenomena; seen implies a mental activity. h

Question 12

A, actually B, fuily €. extremely D, completely
Response Pattern
Option A B C D*
% choosing the option 40.60 10.45 27.65 20.60
Mean mark in other questions 23.38 21.34 21.61 25.53

This question tested the candidates’ ability to select the best adverb to fill the slot not only in terms of
meaning, but also with regard to structure. Majority of the candidates went for option A. “Actually’,
has the meaning of “as a matter of fact”. In this sense it can only fit in the initial sentence slot ie, at the
beginning and would still require a modifier in slot 12. Otherwise it would not accord with the flow of
the argument in the passage. Both “fully” option B and “extremely” option C are intensifiers but which
are rather vague. This leaves us with option D ‘completely’, which was chosen by the very best
candidates.



Question 22

A The doctor said, “Keep medicine out of
children's reach.”

B. The doctor said, keep medicine out of
childreny’ reach.”

C. The doctor gaid, “keep medicine out of
childrens’ reach.”

D. The doctor said, “keep medicine out of
children’s reach.”

Response Pattern

Option A¥ B C D
%o choosing the option 28.82 4.43 32.05 33.89
Mean mark in other questions 24.62 18.08 23.24 22.39

This item tested punctuation. Candidates were required to select the sentence that was properly
punctuated in direct speech. It may seem the contest was between options C and D.  Average and
above average candidates were misled. Those who chose D failed to realize that the doctor’s utterance
was quoted in its entirety in one stretch and so required a capital letter at the beginning. Those who
chose option C, apart from failing to recognize the anomally in option D mentioned above, also failed
to notice that ‘children’ is already plural and does not require an ‘s’ before the possessive marker.
Option B was rightly dismissed by the majority as it lacked the opening speech marks. Only the
poorest candidates who were presumably guessing chose it.

Question 35

Why do you think the old lady “let out a
hearty Jaugh™?

She was amused by the girls” ignorance.
She wanted to surprise the girls.

She wanted to show off that she knew
English.

D. She was proud about her community.

o e

Response pattern

Option A* B G D
% Choosing the option 29.86 15.31 4311 10.80
Mean mark in other questions 26.01 2213 22.25 19.93

This question tested inference. The candidates were required to assign a reason for the old lady’s
action of “’letting out a hearty laugh’ when the young ladies were surprised that she spoke English.
Forty three percent of average candidates chose the wrong option C . The boasting comes later as she
explains how she acquired the English from its owners, The ‘surprise’ option B had already taken
place when the old lady switched to English on realising that one of the girls did not understand her
language. Option D is vague. Furthermore it is not stated in the passage. This leaves us with the correct
option A, which was chosen by the cleverest candidates scoring 26.01 on the test.




Question 39 and 49 were based on the passage below.

Read the passage below and then answer questions 39 io 50,

One of the most amazing things about the discovery of a 2,000 year old cemetery in the Bahariyah
Oasis in Egypt was that no one was looking for it. No one even kpew it existed. It had been completely
buried by sand.

In 1996, a donkey belonging to a guard at the nearby temple stumbled into a hole in the sand
a mile from the temple. When the guard peered into the hole, he saw something shining brightly. He
reported the discovery to Egyptian archaeologists right away.

However, the archaeologists did not begin serious digging immediately They did not have the
workers or the money. So they made a quick survey of the site, and then covered everything up again.
They wanted to hide it from thieves and protect it from exposure to the sun and weather. Finally, in 1999,
they had enough money to begin exploring the site.

On their very first day of work, after digging only several feet into the sand, they found a iot of
mummies. Mummies are dead bodies that have been preserved for a long time. They are mostly found in
Egypt. One of them had an especially beautiful mask. It was not a pharaoh’s mummy, though. It tumed
out that none of the tombs in this cemetery belonged to royalty. Most of the people buried here came
from families that grew rich by trading in wine.

The most spectacular of these mummies have masks made of plaster covered with a thin layer of
gold, Many are in wonderful condition. And because grave robbers never found these tombs, everything
that was buried with them is still there. Most of the mummies have been left where they weye found, but
a few of the best preserved ones are on display in the Bahariyah Museum, where the public can take a
ook at them,

Two mummies were found lying side by side and were probably a husband and a wife. His mask
and chest plate were decorated with religious figures. Her head was turned in his direction, indicating
that the husband had died first. '

Two other mummies are of children. Archaeologists think they were brother and sister because
they were found together. The boy was probably about five years old. His mask with its painted eyes and
features are so real - he almost seems alive!

Did archaeologists find treasures in these tombs? It depends on what you mean by “treasures.”
They have not found any solid gold, but they have discovered all sorts of objects. The people buried in
the cemetery may have thought some of these items would be useful in the afterlife. Or some may have
been intended as gifts to the gods. For example, archaeologists have unearthed small statues of various
gods. They have found many pieces of jewelry - necklaces, bracelets and anklets - made of copper, glass,
ivory and semi-precious stones.

They have also discovered many pottery pieces used for storing, cooking or serving food. There
were some bronze Greek and Romtan coins 100, And in the children’s tombs, they found toys - carved
animals for the children to play with in the afterlife.

Archaeologists will be able to learn more about these people and their way of life by further
studying their mummies and the things buried with them. And s0 many mummies were buried in the
Valley of the Golden Mummies that excavation and learning will continue at the site for years to come.

(Adapted from Secrels of the Past by World Book, Inc. 2002)




Question 39

The discovery of the 2 000 vear-old

cemetery 1n Bahanvah was

A, very sudden

B. really surprising

. quite accidental

D, exmremely impostant.

Response pattern

Option A B C D
%o choosing the option 13.99 48.71 20.05 16.29
Mean mark in the questions 22.4% 23.77 24.85 19.65

The occurrence of the word ‘amazing” in the opening sentence of the passage misled the candidates into choosing option B.
Forty Eight point Seven One of above average candidates went for this option. What was
amazing/surprising was in fact the fact that the discovery was quite accidental, option C. No one was
looking for it, nor did anyone know it existed. But option B and D are there as far as the passage is
concerned, but come later in the passage. Candidates should be taught to use elimination method in
approaching comprehension questions. It does not pay jumping at answers before other alternatives
have been considered.

Question 49

The word paearthed means
A, removed

B. discovered

C. exposed

D. recovered.

Response pattern

Option A B C* D
% Choosing the option 1641 59.17 13.73 9.53
Mean mark in other questions 23.12 23.71 22.79 20.06

This was a vocabulary test. Candidates were expected to select the verb that appropriately replaces the
highlighted word as used in the passage. Majority of the candidates went for option B. The argument
in the passage 1s that these statues are presumed to be ‘gods’. The discovery of the tombs is already
made. What is happening 1s that several of these statues are being brought out of the earth where they
had been burried and so being ‘exposed’. ‘Removed’ and ‘recovered’ have meanings of take ‘out of
positon’ or being ‘repossessed’ respectively and hence cannot be what was meant.

3.0 SECTION B: COMPOSITION
The paper declined slightly in the percentage mean by 0.23 points from 42.70 in the year 2010 to 42.47

in the 2011. This may be attributed to the faet that the candidates could not relate to the topic as readly
as in 2010.



As always, the paper tested the candidates’ ability to compose a personal and convincing account.
Candidates had to write an account that is accurate grammatically and fluent in that it reads well, is
interesting and original. Mastery of plot development as well; as proficiency in the use of a variety of
structures and vocabulary was expected. To do justice to the topic, the candidates had to show the
preparations done (°...we were ready’’) towards the day; the expectations of the pupils, staff and
administration; the arrival and receipt of guest of honour (M.P) and parents and community; the events
of the day, including the award of prizes to those who excelled in various areas, and the role the
narrator (candidate) played and the conclusion of the day.

GRrour 1; (01 — 10 Marks)

Composition A

i You have 40 minutes to write your composition,
Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story ay interesting as you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Memhcr of Partiament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . .
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Candidate hardly communicates. Candidate has learnt a few English words and can spell some
correctly, “the”, “to”, “go”, “take”, “one”, “two”, “this”. Other words sound English but they are not
English words. Such words as, “awa”, “hedtecha”, “afuta”, “onili”, “faitini”, “polis”, “cam”, “neme”.
The candidate has some concept of paragraphing (indenting) though exaggerated Letters are mostly
well shaped and there is juncture and some punctuation.

LI T

Mark awarded 02




Composition B

 f

You have 40 minutes to write your composition, -

Below is the beginning 0f£a stary. Write and camplete the story. M, Mw story ay fnteresting as you can.
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It was our school prize-giving day . ..
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This candidate communicates with difficulty. The sentence structures are strained and tenses are mostly
incorrect. Candidate uses some expressions and sayings that are inapt and which cause difficulty in
understanding. Candidate has a problem with forming letter ‘r’, which mostly appears as an x at first causing
problems reading the words where it occurs. In addition, the small letters ‘f, j” and ‘¢’ are written as capital ‘F’
on ‘)’ and ‘C” on every occasion even when they are in the middle of a sentence or word. But the candidate has

generally learnt letter formation, juncture, * paragraphing and ‘punctuation’. Spellings are good.
Mark awarded 06
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Compaosition C

THE DAy Iwier  NEVEK ‘FOC:QT

You have 40 minutes to write your. composition. -

Below is the beginning of a story, Write and com ptaz‘e the story. Make your story as imamfting as you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate ready to welcome our Membcr of Parliament (MP).

It was our school prize- giving day . .
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The candidate opens with an error of spelling, separating the indefinite pronoun into two separate

i §

words, “"everybody™” rendered as “every body”. In fact, one may look at the error as grammatical
involving word classes rather than spelling. Whichever way one looks at it, it causes difficulty in
understanding the sentence. Other grammatical errors involve noun - verb agreement e.g (“as a

i

,” they came and tells us’’), number agreement “a permission ”. The candidate confuses

‘with” for ‘which’, “loose’, for ‘lose’, ‘peoples’ for ‘people’, misspells elementary words such as
‘both” and ‘member’ (even when they are before their eyes), ‘queen’, ‘waited’, ‘until’, ‘laughing’,
‘desperate’, ‘beginning’, ‘seated’, ‘bad’. Otherwise this composition communicates better than the
previous one.

Mark awarded
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Composition D

] You have 40 minufes to wiite your composition,
Below is the beginning of a story: Write and com plete the story; Make your story as mremszfng as you can,

We lined up on both sides of the road from the school gate veady to welcome our Membér of Parliatment (MP).
{t was our school prize-giving day . . . '
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Ahuk‘ 1 ail uishes  wers nggors; tovtel pele.
Mo m P shood v for Heo fast  words
He. Bave. 05 Same odvice  ond Cneswrgsement. 1 ted Lhot-
for _ws Yo Pass  we. have to  sork fxm&im for hard tiorit pays
_Me botd  us  He imm@»‘c&qﬁ; Y pducation Tor ta s @Equg ,4{5’@
_educated  ypu  Seemy %u‘be._ﬂ uoeless Pesson?he
IQSnlaL He llanked ant .’%}.km;@» _Lg&j_ s:lana\n A amed  tawi e
~ e s afree  aducabion_ wnui e cnol I8 hankeol God fov
Lwas  loake do Combinue ot my Sludies Tosrs wf Jou folle
%ﬁ{ﬁ%@ﬂd%mﬁ gchn@l wag  ble bect of
e woeee “ﬁ{%ﬁn a qpsefen _Tofs: Jede at poent. for e, tonech
Lfa}eue. \a3@ (‘}\’(Uﬂ%{ anet . eab - fvw@f%u

% Lieat ;aoma Fllmj musch

The candidate communicates almost fully, but hampered by limited language resources. There are
many errors of agreement and construction, spelling and phraseology. There is discernible plot and
composition 1s mainly relevant.

Mark awarded 10
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Grour 1I: (11 — 20 marks)

Composition E

!__

i

You have 40 minutes to write your composition.

Below is the beginnin 0 a sto Wnte {Iﬂd compleze the story. Make your story as m.rem'w‘mg s youcan. ' .

We lined up on both sides oi“ the road from thc schiool gau, ready to welcome our Membcr of Parhamem (M"P')

It was our school prize-giving day . ENEX b@d ‘
Prevored {or M Wﬁg
zear _and zemkle wee very hope hioy
LOMing : 20therS QU0 :fo‘
lowed  ws bogr ! Wmmd With _ecitrasy:
Yy bt)clg Wwag  fiued With _ doy-The  éChoow um
defOrated ity every  Cowour Of _flwers.
When  we Le‘?ﬁd him ‘tg ouv §chool
We wemt  ond  ghowed him o place 4o
ftt  win N8 {riendsle  Wes o Joyous
A bousejw We Rwed  down. gveriining
WS grfuqedm C\v@ﬁtﬁd w - Te. Onner 9 em‘l
Q80 arie-r&:l O wag weomed 40" our
§choot Wi o6 veén h~5g\'n Jou - Quy W-adiﬁﬁ'
chee  401d  yf 1o g dowr gnd Ligten-
The member  0f  podigment €0d s
thoe 08 oo of 4Ou Hnown  tnar  each
UL who  hoS _ perprmed  in his or her
ecom  yxl éet, Q  Prize  on  4hat daur
We Stared qumrmq up and  down  ac
nfused  sharks ot e §ea Bur o few
N N Lqrer we  fat  down &vemw Q-

meed hands |
| ﬂ'ﬂ, olcm wes Ve aﬂt&f%-ttr?q The.
member “rorUamene  ffared  cauite  on

the ﬂarrms of . fU,jLLL__J._uhB had __don%__be-
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Her on  the  pogt  exgm.t  wes of ha-

R as G hinq . watking 01 s fala-
el _dida%t  tnian~  yiasY amomq the py-
flg  who they hod  done  pewtr pa  tne
ot exom- The  hcher Qe yoee  fited
Ajlma_igj

The fivit  was being  (outed
and  aien o " prize-porens €atfey gnd py-
PV clumbed  their  hands aS e wog  C0T-
fuking readm% e namy my  Weart wap
ROLIAD .ty dﬁromw Like  the  tomioms
Of Wit Al O e S bk eve
M PUpiL 0N that dau  woud e o, Prize.
EVerpody  Was reodu th be  cOiied
J i : : .

Af he !fr,u CONtINUP na, ool -
na | heawd  mu  name ) wal megmen-
zed _ond  O0sO0Shed 1 pent  and  rece-
fved f?m frize  oad  weat  oactt 0 fear
dgmﬂﬁf_tﬁr QL few minuis e finished
udng  the  domesgut Q4 e 0F Our
_clogioMugs  thew hod  been tef e e pypils
Wro_aor  gne’ prizef  wee  eing gold
50 _ ntinge  Working Nord:

- e vet O tne  Pupis  who
0t Nothsn g "Jchw W xold 40 put
- mOre _ efforks " in their Y gudiecHe  told ys
that  without Wworsiog  hard 10 VB e

Candidate still makes glaring errors of spelling (‘clumbed’ for ‘clapped’, ‘continueity” for ‘continuity’); breaks
words without due regard for syllable boundaries (fo-llowed, be-tter) makes errors of agreement( *’...teacher
also were...””), misuses prepositions ( ‘calling on the names...”) and commits construction errors (*...pupils who

got nothing they were told...”). Despite the many errors, communication is complete.

Mark awarded 13
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Composition F

/

THE MesT /’V?EMO/%/%}@/& paY #7

You haVL/‘m minuaes t? ¢ your-compo
i (2

201 P gL
Bdow is the bf,gmmfzg of a story. Write mz?i"e'tfmp!ofa the story. Mm

We lined up on both sides of the road from the schook gate ready to welcome our Member of Patliament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day “To e Se wha }, ave Jaﬂd? MC‘U i1 h ﬂy

haMina ten 18-CF& [ase Seov, Guest 25 honsur ouv mre.
disbinTushad IHesée, pavernes, ladies cnd Iemiteman
@Wﬁ, Llam ﬁaﬁpf fo Jgee Bat Ssu Weve a/f'
able_tp_ atterd “hi  fevepon) - (hope Sea have _endofea
The Preceptasnn by the Pl MY shped Havan
oy _hend (eacher He _face Flhsternd with swear af.
16 War sg turds) SlfEevmons.
Thie  pear bott a s Peech and Price Jivin? oky

At _ouv fop  gehievers. fhore (nviged f_zqra/ AYrived early .
and The tewbs ohich bad been Frched on e
fRTball 1lcd _wew calt Lal/ 7o CaPactl’  Vewrius
MMMMJW@L/E{OfJ the Jasctsr in Song
ohpcle, Poeprs and and Flade Lt _tviasr The Lead fcache
crdinl hii swoeech - .

AFler the bead teacher bas Fortiid oot prvt Her l1/05 k
Whith tras 1he Wwife p17 Slovd o advessy the fcﬁ%w@'
she lvisgs aropunc afd when she ¥Yealized everdene

L hdas  eqry She cleaved fev verle anel Lon érrried -

HF Lo sa)Rf . [ ong allow the FHest of fiopedr
puy mip to Stve ur bur speech but Aivsg (wieuid [14e
To Thanti __auw fae tho feok  fart 10  Vayiouf -
EALECY b erit Gl bividtgl  1he¥ Ieve vevy &ovd
ﬁa/ mievestin S efﬁaa/c}zfi e Twe Poerr aboni

wﬁ_gtg‘f.we.mié_ e To _,zféa s on He Leocher - Pro Susely
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1% 1he 7%%/ Wavls 047/73 with Puplis in ﬁrepe'wﬁgﬁ
. & for __themr fov Hhose ﬂfefewéa e fé-aﬂ/x Jote very
Hisch -
When folprnecs Set o s Halirie Jﬁ}:}fr'naeﬂef
T thuy g o Jrear daf for because suv pip and b
ViSrker Jorp ,}3} m" we cive vevy bopsl. and alfe our
Cop Hchievevs Hademy beduie 26y il prize
GIvid S dery thart Heas been @ Lt T atev 177
SRS gy Pryrctev £l ez fdor  ried?e %ﬁ*‘u‘. g
e fiver PPy ity o Thaulernd FenTe
$hillny e war hod 4432 Mavics dhp Setnd
A s Fe Diatsand: &'A;/Mj contof Seh oot us /o
We Tharth o auy e Aev _bbhat bal he dome
2 e i Thii Yoo -
sey _heod peacter han thes evevd bad¥
and __invried JFueset LU Satd and ene 1t
. dwar mMemaova ble obY il iy £ender o oS
e for @ fem] Timre Ao Larile . [ opl¥
learnt fo_ ok M7 best -
v is77/0 4 Wff}gme ?‘/m Lzt ?’é&r - o

bl

Though this composition has a lot more errors and the plot not so developed, it has an edge over the previous

composition because of better use of vocabulary and some rudimentary attempt at using direct speech. One can
feel the candidate addressing an audience.

Mark awarded 15
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Composition G

g,i hae o sadnies o wrlto voores ;;g}g}ﬁ Ao,

Pelow i the beginning of o s o and complere o0 crepe Ulake your oty gy intoriiting o8 you con,
A Cé&fi)ﬁ ﬁm TURN m&

e lined up oo both sides of the rono rrom e stheol 2ate re oy 0 witcome me Member of Par liusent (M2

it was our ‘m} prize-giving din
mmmmmmmm WW\ @m@m 1o be hagpy a¢ o ﬁ&ﬂ@b@{é e
welom@ _hia and he yne Yery Mm tnelpod Moy e:ziéufd
ety Yell fvom hie  face and Yogih whith _were ot
2 @@:’cmga resh oie.
NE dau wiad §o wmaé&i’ﬁaﬁu Qaz}ﬁ@ km
wa g @cmru for that® dau i hod Gmo 1o be troeDur
hootMeichor My Toker seemed to be the mmt acled pewon
i dhe roora Whal about teathorsand » pup) 5 JOu_ (U k!ﬂﬁi
oion Aol Ahoir  happinwss. the nus@y pupilt ware fumping
up_and down Uke A Jesus choist the mvier had rgg@d Mﬁw
Mu Drom_eleoth,

A ler Ahe all  excitement we gl down g
o oot what the hoddadher wonied o tell ug Wag
13( bat tho me@\@ﬁ Ben_or what?”dho children gud,
11ood morningOvorybedly Mm wou_are (ping fo Listen
b whit 1he M@m%@r cv@ sorligment &5 going fo_ talk
dout but bo v@dy.”dhe hadeache s Alterward 1hoce
woes < dotol siterd Just like ag sileni of @ grove.

The Momber of pasbiament lod up @ha llowed
with b b@umrd\ﬁau\ how w17 # \mw iU ablc.
Ho sarted . $hfﬁ bu greet g ol M@ﬁﬁ both
odd and uvoung by &aum &mﬁ misningHo fold u {hat
ho bod Toeon woleome by eur good mfu}tf n the
@@Ct% QX(}MS NQEN‘GQT m& ﬂ’%Q h mr the daorahon
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Ma };é@m feal g m%&n 37@ mg wm HQ Fold ug 'i:}naP

Hen him L@h@ﬁ 0 une uoung he ue lo C??‘Q;?m @é: b@:m

g Momboy Uff eday as tho gauing goete dredn

(oo toe. ?ﬁuf i¥ ﬁf’m mzé‘h ?@mgc@d ﬁ’?@’ﬁ; mg;% mf;
dysline.

hon o wout stesl loli kirg e heard fomething

ke a bomb ourude not  far. e were é%@f}c w ih

the screome that  Werg  loud engugh {0 oke the chenel

\/@% bQ&ﬁ’h peat 1 %hwﬁ@grwl %%rm%h@ﬁm{} f*@
thioped oud o f my gkinny body. Everybody pumped ook
merdel 4o save thewe Yives. The Member of parl gm@ﬁ&
wog Crot  deoth Amin where wse were bowme dork.
Nou tould ot Find aﬁuh@du for me ot war just Like
E@@km& for o b in atcll daikeel

,.}i n o¢ fust _of 1§ my feobic legr fould
catky e mihen | ronch od hamQ L found my parent
m@m@ olout pie. They were. Ut happl a7 fark_when they
w0 mep. 1o me 1t was o painful. The bating G%Kmé
howrth_eouldd b heard  may be hurdred roiie. Mu oo
ol oot gopport my bod \. Por Yot thard Pt the
wolice mpivid fﬁ’én& 1%3?@ Qﬁd as g}g@ff}s In peace But
A00rQ monwg  fr the degth bady .

posple,

The candidate communicates still with difficulty because of scarce language resources. This is further
aggravated by use of clichés, some even misused. Construction errors resulting in run-on sentences. For
instance the candidate writes: ‘what about teachers and pupils you could not even tell their happiness.” These
structural problems cause the sense of the sentences to suffer. But the candidate shows involvement and some
ambition.

Mark awarded17
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Composition H

You have 40 minutes to write your composition,

Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interesting as you can.

We tined up on both sides of the road from the schoni gate ready to welcome our Member of Parhamem {(MP).

It was our school prize-giving day . . j' IA R,D V\ @QK Pﬂi\f\g

ory b{ﬁh @(;er OP Me ‘“O@d

Wy

We  lired
Ffof’ﬁ' e

scheol

mi% reocdu o oelcome

s Ylember

@? %f’ iorrent CM@ I woas

2\

Drize ~qivirig_doy

which  voos  going o

clert | ofter 1o

Mgmb@ﬁ of  Retapvient ? hed

c:znrlivecﬁ These

owri v worth Ri€ L blue

harmmgy - 1o

SoDM\ey Hac& L’\Q Gi SQW@(

Bran  all

e

natiendore @t dovon .

A itho

furlher ade e eedteadd

v

g

734! H

ul
ickeod

l).P_

@iﬂé

WQLQ@’

mod Hhg  auest of

hangar

Fo " net only

Cﬁmgﬁ Q\sm ‘:u{i‘

o wgrwm«;m& 2y g orvival.

AS ot as

‘H/\JZ VLQC&(’& L@\d"&ﬁ Cur‘u&‘h@&

1 aibt’\q

e leacher

w\ﬂoms

YeSvorsble |

qams mcl ;pc‘rlu s’irweﬁ fu’*ﬂ q&cifﬁw

hmaﬁail 1o the peoply I a backorn o
o spcond e called o numeny
pup s o skt He  event ot o

éwor DY B

of
in ac;w’tz@»’{ b et e old ’\if\@

nufsq,m als o fcheol
o lirg ard b@.t%@cﬁ

;U no oS 010 the
“ o\l ﬂfoﬁé

P‘mm ﬁnp, i’m ‘@6
- SDave .

_Féf _“"W phnistle
Nc: g bo
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{owely lf'nﬂx e wl/vsjcaﬂz wihen o\l e
Ccmw'_’t‘“f‘ ot chorkes ronrury . Thae  voos
‘H/WQ Qroups ' O M;ﬂ"u QL[!S‘VUF" u’l ULLZ

Ta! C,C)[alf;" ,[HE{ OMVOV\Q Lf\b&h a . gI’lN’+ 1(\ \jgnm
om& 'H’\ﬁ; [05* ONE rzA «ﬂ (;o\:mv ﬁvarqm
«—as Qh&*’!f“@ his csflie

(kT ﬁ’LQJ F’Y%ore thove voeve  alm ﬂresarx}g
For @E wé;pmr As mnngs fie ﬂwsem

t VP theiv  everds then  the I’hmmm
Pme olartked oty the hhunded mobe
rungrs  then g @ xcbnr\cum of cnall
shbcks ard CL(SHH thp auwmn_ L & ’mveS \ was
oore of e rinners Gn horded? sete
 competidion
‘I\OV\QM{Q5§ e Laerp Ca“eg:\ bu ﬁu
qaerSma.j'Cw aﬂ(‘f Uﬂfid u.p \ wo,& ¥l
_ teer oohich Lad g ghid e blwe in
wiowr | did not Loant ko lef then dowd and
bried ol fthe best and win e C@WD@MM-I
In a SPMF of an @%@jg{l e evenls Lee
Flmrgm@f anc{ mmrm@d ﬁﬂg ;mpoﬁfﬁrﬂ‘ 614 200
ity g QWir‘ﬁ out the QtF&&“

Pmbaqu w ~ Meerber £ pa.v Liaryend LB
clled o~ G(w@ oul e wsents ot
winrars . He ? claded  Loith lowoev classes
__Cbm“‘\‘a to fhe  upper. S‘mTC@W ad e
wachal eur closs t,uh@n we all gfqyfecf g\ﬂwnrq
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The candidate makes an effort to communicate but the English idiom is not fully formed. There are
errors which mainly emanate from vernacular modes of thought translated into English resulting in
construction problems; misuse of prepositions and errors of noun-verb agreement. For instance, the
candidate writes; “there he arrived with his blue hammer,” causing problems of communication. The
reader has to reconstruct the meaning. “there” might be the Kiswahili “punde” equivalent of “there
and then™ or “presently” The brand of car meant is “Hummer” which the candidate misspells.

Other wrongly used expressions attributable to mother tongue influence are; “parents for the winners”
, ““...addressed humself to the people” (addressed the people), “ no time to spare” (without wasting
time), “shirt in blue in colour...” (wearing blue/ in biue shirts). “...responsible of games...” There are
expressions that have not been learnt but are used, for instance, “in a split of an eye” (in the twinkle of
an eye? In a blink? Within no time?) “in attendance”( audience? all present?). Then there are misused
words for example, “aghast”, “probably”, “collic” (colleague?); “inattendance” (in attendance); tense
errors for instance, “thank™ (thanked)

The effect of these many language issues is to make the composition heavy and slow to read and
communication suffers greatly. Nonetheless, the candidate makes quite an effort to use cohesive
devices in the composition. With a little support from the teacher; the candidate could have presented
a much better composition. As it is the candidates have been left on their own, to make the best they
can from whatever they gather from whatever source.

Mark awarded 20
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Grovupr III (21 — 30 Marks)

Compﬂsmon I _
You have 40 méinutes to write your composition. -

Below is the beginning of a s te omplel tory. Make your sto cwmterestmgas }ou ca,
i ”Jé”&ﬁmfﬁwg é&ngai_m “Preuw

We lined up WEFBOH$TIES Of 1hE road lipm the s hool gate dyt welcome our Member f'\ﬂ hamem {MP).
It was our school prize-giving day Q‘ﬂ) ‘?ﬁ q&’f % \5 ‘{I

o hdppra  that day- ﬁ&ua\\u t wa a dm hike 1o
Othee Qad o !PQSTK moulJJ qgord )i m;m dhoes
\‘S\JJm[mw dqu’!t Wit Q bﬂqh”c clear _mbraing  Withoyt
LUW{I mist whqch {\orm\lu enyolvef _Ahig -%)\'L o8 Ahe
new land- Ke premodifions: glo ,Mn; drmam_oF Laé DMeM
Ko Pnc!«na of_4hurmbos T das yet_Orofher quxniag
d; bmu’ﬂfu\ ?Um\r Ware pager I (ke A
etank Mempee oF mf\\an”‘m{ who WG My, Chatiays Wikiurde
”Yruu ierone Jas drged to Wil o \oeng
v o1 Iy Hrak but dso evenyone losked $pick and
épaﬂ Mo ome wadd rot Lalk jaltWhee  the qeud of
honour war ko 04, wos b&mb;‘ullu defcmtzf w+h
mwem and _Crepe bapors_Qf dg{gmmmmm*&_f n
%h@tmugm 9_&11_\_&&;:!:9_%2{%__&

Jmar,t

Hes' U wes a Pro rulaation where the Mpmber

Odf\*ﬂ,men% W Jco a&t’end our (e ma{ w:rg
ay- e fvad  wa m“:& jo B @pacrtu [vemone wdi
@ﬁxu\ wilking o Ahe Bf\'\bﬂau? T _q
e O; a am(a’f Mu{ LLJE COUH hear a_Screen
01, a Vahe{la We  were now_.gcgafz Ahak dhe gkmg _wadzl
u?ﬁc bad  arvnred -

ruly, world cheeed not 4 Ghessphete as  Ahe
uest qlrﬁh{z& r\:ﬂu vihecle B wls warmlu wel o ed
4 ooth  Zpuils, haches and - whs  abrended” the fuaden:
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it (mearhﬁ'mu he 108 airen 0 .feae aid  the headteacher
- T vt Ane mmi:on 1 on ovdec-Hr nacaded his
Smcﬁ while wad( ng Ahe queft b bt rm&q Mr .

Mk Urm@mhan of dhe me&% Df beﬂgunhz gg@,_f_

fpw rméu b e awzn 0 change |
Ane " hoddhacher welgmed him Ao celiver his

51?;?{(\1 Pumﬁ’ wan hﬂ?ﬁu Y ¢ @mﬂ@ﬁt ok her
who ad dilivered when /theu a0 hips ﬂ’iﬁﬂ»“\lﬂ% )

aie zcal(u NFYerd. 0g khem He ;fnuh&i his hreods

ang bmang “hmcs’cmheh deachus, a?areMS and D&mﬁ
f?zoc\ mormnq % 9 Gpother 95?@?% morﬂmq which

od_has_awen eree ond ?_\rerume roust  be hazsm
qs__4a Smcffoaul’f R21 Kiow Ahat each og us s~
aularr  of Ahe ,F\lﬂﬁt lon_of_This éau

Hhat 1 u,)ll [Kﬁ IS total Ca-—Opfra’bcn ond 1

will Al you 4o vemain Jilear 4 a desorted
CeMekpey - Last year, Ue had Dhe hucdred  andideses
mhgﬂi&i for “¥hese grams and Out_op theg only
twe ﬁw o1’ row wank to el dhe candidabes m:-J
Ihis uypar o doull: Ay epport (b that ﬁ‘f&u
@1 Mg out with qood reSUls
Ak _giesk Subi@t uwds madhematics {pllawed
low mthh an 4 /mm k,.;mh.whk mMe (&ll Uponl
ARe  fPachers who tougnt Jhes suliptt§  Qnd the
sk gupil i mmw%xeetL Widh wu a_geod journy
ui‘nen unu i} éa?q%ﬂrg o “ibu\’ Vﬁmw #U{Ma&'oﬂ!
Alhask " Py T AL Onte thar as “World  Cheers from

Once again there are many errors- all kinds! But we shall focus on spelling in this composition. Apart
from the misspelling of the word “guest”(which is actually a case of carelessness as the candidate
clearly knows the correct spelling and has correctly spelt it thrice in the same composition), There are
words, which the candidate has “misspelt”. On the surface it may be seen that there are no spelling
errors, but on close examination of the sense of the sentences where these occur, one finds that a
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g il

different word was called for. Take for example, the expression “...no pupil would afford to miss this
suspicious day”. The word the candidate had in mind was “auspicious.” Another example 1s “we
could hear the “screen” of a vehicle” the word the candidate had in mind was “siren” or “screech.”
Again consider “at once there was “world” cheers from every comer” obviously the word the
candidate intended is “wild”.

Such errors anise out of the situation where the candidate has heard these expressions used and
actually understands their usage but has never met them in their written form and so has not
internalized their orthography. Of course the result is that such a candidate will cause a lot of
confusion and impair communication. They will definitely be penalized for misuse of words and
vagueness. Teachers need to encourage the culture of reading to enable students meet the language in
its written form to enhance their own writing. :

Mark awarded 23
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Composition J

! You have 40 minutes to write your composition.
Below is the beglnning of a story. Write and complete the story. Make yourstory as interesting as you can,

We lined up on both sides of the road trgm the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Pdrhamcnt {MP).
i [t was our school prize-giving day Qe W& were all as "’GLP‘P,:, as alark,

We were os esger 0.5 b:ﬂﬁ%__ms or _him  Es‘arewe.
n_o cro,.d;aon 01: . SeConé o} Tc.xncu (gr  Came.  inko
= ~.

View cmé moved  Slowly towards  Our Scheol Quie.
We staried Slﬂamﬁ jour-‘w\iu 0.0 C\wa&r‘}c\jﬂj-l'k WALS..
o\ QMML&MM KN
Gl K. | |

W@ Cx.ﬂ auf'rouncle;_ it as \k en‘c@rw Hﬁ&
School opke We golbwed it fowerds  the School

—d y"

_n&l«i where Lhe, ceremeny - Wo.g Lo \m,\(e. p\ace
Wes as t’mpvu oS o 5&03 E:ﬂ \dl:or \ wa,s
bo  gee evrﬂﬂ_mMemLe,r o Qu,rhamenk with my na,KeA

eyes. i real Lm : o
the ¢ar (ama bo o SYep ond he 6‘:@9?3&
ouk. A%’: Seonn _a.f \13 %g{ ovk or the (ar pew\ﬁ
Cheered and gwe hime: warmueleme WELhen  headed on
o our Senits norée,r' Sor the Ce.r-gmong 1o
jelc e ball roll |
ks Seon o5 We  werp sektled e \\\es’e
wenk  on _and  welcomed ot Hhe quest s, He puser
Iﬂm\%iﬁ a.$ kh@_iencor teacher of~ o Stheo)
Q,CL:%« the keacher Qihgme ar! 16‘1’\{2 evamifad ioa
He Skarked 333 by &mntéma ofd these whe
hal availed themselss ot the _Qﬁ“@@ﬂg
I 0.7 Pxo&k wenk _an  end  Welcomed Lthe

heéi%—eachm e _pags on Htg are’;@‘cﬂ;%L ---------- |
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ot

“coner . hod 4he heacher starbed Lhon we
heord o loud  noige. from fo.fr'we dow QO Coe
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The candidate has some facility in the use of language. Errors have now become fewer and far in
between. There is definite plot and the language has improved greatly. Punctuation and paragraphing
are appropriate.

Mark awarded 26
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Camposition K

You tave 40 minutes to wrte your composition.

Below is the beginning of a story. Write and complete the e story. Make your story ay mﬁcruft!ig as you can.

TALGIC . MO En TS
We lined up on boili sides of the road from the schooi gate re.ady to welcome our M bcr of Parliament (?’)

It was our school prize-giving day . &0 mgﬂ (ﬁ 100& Paﬂ gm e Wa

M%L.M; fwws Qmj c.hmﬂ‘ a vlmTLLM scimgi
46‘0\11 l’!aﬂ m_h&_&kgj w,& l:muj;: 2 lesoxg K = 2

Lf._tjls{_[ain 19..... LA‘LWQ,ng.._&m_mF _Eg.clmj%[__ww:eﬁmmq&m
and.. lead lin_ g ears He dropped A _bombshel, “ouw ae ngeded

m"ﬂl&wd&L}b@ ﬁﬁmw,@gﬁg be %;..QL dLowf: ‘i’;&;_gr ‘ WAL
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the @t Jod Lfgiﬁﬁlef_ggiwmf__ﬁm Bym@ﬂg, _.9@@&.“ij_&“._ biad.
Lm_._ﬁl.llﬂm_&_éw‘ qFLn-r[;zJa.aLLasl 3 heat-soaked mind and fullu
recalled L_s_».a__ -LRLM boted in the assaalt op our _mi’r_mggi Mr
I&m!w Tﬂ},_xi' MmJanarng& B
I wae in_ two sinde  whelher or met *-4’ éz_l i Agz’ﬂ&ﬂ__a_:g -
My qucnan »f‘hd‘l' up aﬂ ng._d .F;qrﬂ,. VifR. k01 my. Jsai& ..... _‘L&MQLiUrL-.
| was  suealing_pr f:,_.,gggl_m@ Ly b Lot suee deps ac |
assended be  spval  shicwag My heart was s my _Eﬁl_“f.i_QuaL

, Lm@ﬁ,_slhﬁag umi :ﬁ_nzj_m,u.\:l.s'{:_&i:y Jz{m ﬁ‘& L“ﬁ( m_uS’_t__e_J_ m_,mrb;?z_
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Ex;u)ﬁ-m Lefher. e .C:anté and st’amya’j “Babia B, Tain rag_.ch&__gsst;‘

_gmf_fs;ggw awn gonJ_ ceveal Yo bide adds  you ere wilh
;:iannﬁ_hmﬁ_iﬁtﬁmf_m m__Gth!:aur{wez ‘trggioﬂ &_ﬁamﬁst e have

ae.business uﬁ&_%ujﬂdmfﬁL@MWWLL_&p_
@MSK_JML% Al wrth ep L«MH upen :—lmJLL s veny
‘ Lcu'l'o.'_lﬁ_ci ‘&mwr o £L LA& cclumm of mzra\_m w @ chiairal
Momfﬂs.\_asmd o Etﬂ&&fwm@\ ruler UQEAQ_}B'_‘& decl ana‘ with

The candidate could have scored a better mark if he or she did not engage in phrase hurling and misuse of vocabulary.
Besides the candidate digressed from the topic of the day- prize giving and concentrated on the private disciplinary
problems that is a farce. This gives the impression the candidate may have had a prepared topic onto which is tagged the
composition given.

Apart from a few spelling errors, such as “hole™ (hall) “alot”(a lot) and tense errors “lend” (lent) “flashbacked”(flashed
back) and numerous misuse of expressions (“on my side”, “is smelt the rat”, “left in the homns of dilemma” , “gospel truth
had been exhumed” , “perpetrated in the assault...”) that cause difficulty in understanding, the candidate has made an
attempt that shows ambition and passion. He even fairly attempted direct speech.

Mark awarded 30
31




GROUP 1V (31 - 40 marks)

Composition L

You have 40 minutes to write your composition,
Below is the begirining of a story. Write and complete the story. Make your story as interesting ds you can.
IGNORANCE 1S NoT AN EXCUSE

We lined up on both sides of the road trom the school gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament : MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . . .

and _each  pupl hod taken time % Look impeccable
s th@ ;Sd\m\, untﬁzrm. Qw Sc}»col chs"naﬂwmg ;sgcgmt :
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,Quttznﬂ&‘m_d‘a ngQ.

e bicke d“J cowlu by and the anaded quech
had _nok 5& Clrﬁ\/EdwT;‘npth Ak wos 5l@wg_£mfdm§;md
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,Ke&mf%ivg &G\.ﬁgmbmr when  disacier  sbud AL we heavd -
was  the  denlemng blask of an —exphosion_Follawed hg
o sght of h;‘_iée Flomes \idhng_al the blue sy,
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sovrce _of dll Wmm_mnhﬂﬁ,itajc__bmﬁﬂgfmthﬂ_&g@_
Curiosi Jﬁg held e by the cou e of our pec¥s and
Led us to_find ot whot had muzd Yoo explasien.

VJ@,LL;_c_um_as;;}(&__kzligci the b bt satifachion brought
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This candidate is almost at home with the language. Sentences are varied and apart from a few run-on sentences, structures
and punctuation are alright.

Like the previous candidate, this one also avoids the set task preferring to twist the topic to suit his or her own
preference. But this candidate blends the topic chosen with the goings on at the prize giving - at least in so far as the
waiting of the guest of honour’s arrival and diversion of boredom is concerned. The candidate remembers to tie the two by
a comument about the message delivered by the guest of honour who apparently did arrive.

Mark awarded 34
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Composition M

You have 40 minutes to write yourcomposition. -
Below is the beginning of a story, Write and com plete the story. Make your story as in teresting s you can.

We lined up on both sides of the road from the schoot gate ready to welcome our Member of Parliament (MP).
It was our school prize-giving day . ..
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The composition reads well. The candidate has remained relevant and used language mostly aptly. There is
variety in sentence structures and punctuation is okay. There is an attempt to use idiomatic English. Generally
a clean and easy reading script.

Yet there are few errors. There are two glaring spelling errors (“atleast” and “proffessor”™), one or two
misuse of words (“unprofound bliss) and some vagueness “one by one went to the pupils...” and “questioned

hapmly™.

Mark awarded 36
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