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OBJECTIVES:
Explain the aim for poultry management
Give examples of poultry kept in Kenya
Discuss the characteristics of the flock selected by the farmers for breeding
Describe other factors that commercial farmers consider when buying the flock
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	Introduction
Introduce the lesson by giving the brief overview of the topic and the mode of the coverage.
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Explain the aim of poultry management and give the examples of the poultry kept in Kenya;
The term poultry refers to all kinds of domestic birds kept for meat or eggs production. They include turkeys, ducks, geese, guinea fowls, chicken, ostriches and pigeons. The management of poultry aims at production of high quality eggs and meat to meet the ever increasing market demand.
Step 2
Discussing the characteristics of the flock selected by the farmers for breeding;
Hybrids are not recommended for breeding as their hybrid vigour would decline in their offspring and many do not go broody. Broodiness is the desire to sit on the eggs. 
The birds selected should have the following characteristics.
· Young
· Healthy
· Able to go broody
· Prolific
· Good mothering ability.

Step 3
Description other factors that commercial farmers consider when buying the flock;
Commercial farmers should also consider the following.
· Whether the enterprise is for meat or egg production
· Age, that is either day-old or at point of laying.
· Breed of birds in respect to egg colour and size of birds.
· Production, which is percentage laying or growth rate.
 NB/. After the selection of the breeding stock, cocks are allowed to run with hens daily to ensure that all the eggs are fertilised
Conclusion
Review the lesson by discussing the aim of poultry management, the examples of the poultry kept in Kenya and the factors the farmers need to consider the poultry for breeding.
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