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OBJECTIVES:
Name the two main methods of incubation
Discuss natural incubation method
Explain the advantages and disadvantages of the natural incubation method
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	Introduction
 Review the previous lesson by briefly explaining what is egg candling, the procedure of egg candling and the factors that can be observed through egg candling 
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Naming the two methods of incubation;
· Natural incubation
· Artificial insemination 
Step 2
Discussing the natural incubation methods;
1. Natural incubation
This method involves the use of a broody hen to sit on the eggs. The hen provides the necessary conditions for incubation e.g. warmth, turning the eggs etc. the hen must sit on the eggs for 21 days for successful embryonic development. A hen normally shows some signs when it is about to go broody.
Signs of Broodiness in Poultry
· Prolonged moulting
· Tendency to sit on the eggs after laying
· Number of eggs laid are few
· Plucking of feathers from the abdomen/breast region
· Produces a characteristic sound and becomes aggressive.
Preparation and Management of Natural Incubation
· Ensure the hen is completely broody. i.e. shows the ability to sit on the eggs for long hours. The broodiness can also be induced by use of China clays.
· Prepare the nest in a secluded place of the poultry house. The nest can be a wooden box, karai, a woven basket or a carton box. The nesting box should be spacious to allow movement of the hen. 
· The nest should be lined with some nesting materials   such as dry grass, sawdust or wood shavings to maintain warmth in the nest.
· Give an adequate number of eggs to the broody hen i.e.10-15eggs. A hen may not cover more than 15 eggs hence low hatchability.
· Set the eggs in the evening or night but not in the morning so that the chicks will start emerging on the evening or night of the 21st day. When the chicks start emerging in the morning, the hen will walk out with a few chicks and leave the un-hatched ones to die.
· Regularly dust the hen with appropriate pesticides so as to control external parasites such as fleas, mites etc. 
· Allow the bird to occasionally move out to scratch and exercise.
· Feed the brooding hen daily and provide adequate clean water.
NB/. The hen should not be disturbed at all
Step 3
Explaining the advantages and disadvantages of the natural incubation method;
Advantages of Natural Incubation
i) Less skill is required
ii) It is not labour intensive as there is no turning of the eggs and checking of temperatures.
iii) It’s a cheap way of multiplying birds i.e. small scale farmers who cannot afford incubators can multiply their flocks using this method.
iv) Hatchability is very high compared to artificial incubation therefore reducing the risk margin.
Disadvantages 
i) Only few chicks can be hatched at a time by one hen
ii) Egg production is reduced when the birds go broody.
iii) It’s only possible with breeds that go broody.
iv) The farmer cannot plan when to incubate.
v) Diseases and parasites can easily be transmitted to the chicks from the hen if it is infected
Conclusion
Review the lesson by briefly naming the two methods of incubation, describe the procedure and management of the natural incubation method, advantages and disadvantages of natural incubation method
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