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OBJECTIVES:
Explain how to manage the incubator 
Explain the advantages and disadvantages of artificial incubation
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	Introduction
 Review the previous lesson by briefly naming the two methods of incubation, describe the procedure and management of the natural incubation method, advantages and disadvantages of natural incubation method 
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Explaining how to manage the incubator;
Management of the Incubator
  The following should be observed for artificial incubation.
i) The incubator should be cleaned and disinfected or fumigated before putting in the eggs.
ii) Eggs should be turned every 6-8 hours each day. However in the first 24 hours and the last three days they should not be turned. These are the critical stages of embryonic development. They should be turned around 180oC.
iii) Any egg found to be infertile on the 5th day should be removed.
iv) Remove any broken eggs.
v) Maintain temperature within the set range
vi) Add water as necessary to maintain the correct humidity.
Step 2,Step 3
Explaining the advantages and disadvantages of artificial incubation;
Advantages of Artificial Incubation
i) It’s possible to plan when to have the chicks.
ii) Many chicks are hatched at once
iii) If management is good, there is no danger of infecting the chicks with diseases and parasites.
iv) The incubator is usually ready when required.
v) Egg production is not affected by incubation as the hens do not go broody.
Disadvantages
i) Incubator is expensive to buy hence has high capital investment.
ii) More labour intensive.
iii) More skills required
iv) Have high risks of damaging all the eggs if the requirements such as temperature or relative humidity are not strictly observed and controlled.
Only viable in large scale hatcheries
Conclusion
Review the lesson by briefly explaining the management of the incubator and the advantages and disadvantages of the incubator.
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