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OBJECTIVES:
Explain brooding and the two types of brooding
Discuss the factors to consider when sourcing for a day-old chicks
Give examples of the most reputable sources of chicks
Describe the natural brooding method
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	Introduction
 Review the previous lesson by briefly explaining the management of the incubator and the advantages and disadvantages of the incubator. 
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Explaining brooding and the two types of brooding;
Brooding and Rearing of Chicks
Brooding is the rearing of chicks from one day old to the time they are taken to the main house. Brooding is a very critical and difficult period in the management of birds. There are two methods used in brooding the chicks.
· Natural Brooding
· Artificial Brooding.
Step 2,
Explaining the factors to consider when sourcing for the chicks and give examples of the sources of chicks;
Sources of Chicks
For success in the poultry enterprise, the following factors should be put into consideration.
· Reputation of the supplier
· The type of chicks required in relation to size, breed, sex etc
· Time factor i.e. how long the chicks will take in transit from the hatchery to the farm. Very long hours of transportation cause stress to the chicks. Arrangement should be made to feed the chicks on transit if the source is very far.
The most reputable sources of chicks in Kenya are;
· Muguku Poultry Farm- Kikuyu.
· Lake Chicks Hatcheries – Kisumu
· Kenchic Hatcheries – Athi river
· Stockplan Hatcheries – Mombasa
· Sigma Supplies – Nairobi 
· Ken Bird – Nairobi
Step 3
Describing the natural brooding method;
Natural Brooding
 This follows natural incubation. The hen is allowed to provide warmth and other requirements to the chicks. Feed and water should be provided for both the hen and the chicks. The hen stays with the chicks until they are old enough to feed themselves.
Advantages 
· It is cheap
· It is suitable for most small poultry farmers.
· It is less labour intensive
Disadvantages
· Only possible where the hens go broody
· It is not suitable for large scale production of birds.
· Lowers the egg production during the brooding period.
Conclusion
Review the lesson by briefly explain the brooding and name the two types of breeding systems, explain the factors to consider in selecting the chicks for brooding, the sources of chicks and the advantages and the disadvantages of the natural brooding.
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