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OBJECTIVES:
Discuss feeding and rearing of the layers
Explain the feeding and rearing of the broilers
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	Introduction
 Review the previous lesson by briefly explaining the management and the preparation of the brooder before the arrival of the chicks and the management after the arrival of the chicks and routine management for the growers
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Discussing feeding and rearing of the layers;
Management of the Layers 
Layers' mash should be introduced at 18 weeks and increased gradually. 
The birds start laying at 18-21 weeks. 
The birds should be vaccinated against New Castle and fowl typhoid. 
Enough floor space roosts, feeders and waterers should be provided. 
Each hen should be given 120gms per day of layers' mash. 
Clean water should be provided adlibitum. 
Eggs should be collected twice a day at noon and in the evening. 
Green leaves should be provided to keep the birds busy thus preventing cannibalism and improve the yellow colour of the yolk. 
Grains should be given in addition to the layers' mash at the rate of 65gms per bird per day. 
Soluble grit or oyster shells should be provided at all times for efficient digestion and strong shelled eggs. 
Layers should be fed according to their body weight and the rate of egg production for example a 70kg bag should feed 100 layers for 4-5 days. 
Enough laying nests should be provided at least 1 per 5 layers. 
The laying boxes should be dimly lit to reduce egg eating. 
Debeaking should be done when necessary. 
Broken eggs and dead birds should be disposed off properly. 
The non-layers and cannibals should be culled. 
Step 2&3
 Explaining the feeding and rearing of the broilers;
Management of Broilers 
Broilers are table birds kept for meat production. 


They have high growth rates or high feed conversion ratio. 
The objective is to produce a kilogram of quality poultry meat from less than two kg of broiler feed. 
The broiler chick requires special broiler feed from day old to 4 weeks of age. 
Broiler starters' mash or crumbs should be fed. 
This contains coccidiostat, high level of protein, vitamins and trace elements for early growth. 
From 4 weeks to 8 weeks they are given broiler follow-on mash or pellets. 
This feed contains high level of metabolisable energy to ensure a good cover of subcutaneous fat in the finished broiler. 
From 8 weeks until slaughter finisher pellets should be given to increase the size. 
Adequate clean water should be provided at all times (adlibitum). 
High level of hygiene should be maintained to reduce mortality rate. 
Birds should be dusted with appropriate pesticides to control external parasites. 
Deworming should be done routinely. 
Vaccination against common diseases should be done. 
Dead birds should be disposed off properly. 
Broilers should be kept under deep litter system, the house should be well ventilated and well lit. 
Conclusion
Review the lesson by briefly explaining the management and feeding of the layers and the broilers.
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