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OBJECTIVES:
1. Describe the artificial brooding method
2. Explain the requirements in an artificial brooder
3. Illustrate the chick behavior with heat variation
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	Introduction
 Review the previous lesson by briefly explaining the brooding and name the two types of breeding systems, explain the factors to consider in selecting the chicks for brooding, the sources of chicks and the advantages and the disadvantages of the natural brooding. 
Lesson development	
Step 1.
Describing the artificial brooding method;
Artificial Brooding
This refers to keeping of the chicks in a structure called a Brooder where food and other requirements are provided. Chicks remain in the brooder for 6-8 weeks.
Step 2,
Explaining the requirements in an artificial brooder;
Requirements in an Artificial Brooder
1. Litter: this should be in the form of wood shavings. This should be on the floor. It maintains warmth and absorbs moisture.
2. Fresh air: holes for ventilation should be made on the walls of the brooder for gaseous exchange. The holes however should not allow draught into the brooder.
3. Heat source: there should a wire guard round the heat source to prevent the chicks from being burnt. Correct temperature should be maintained at 32-35oC in the first week, 29-33oC in the second week and 26-300C in the third week. The heat sources include electric bulbs, charcoal burners, lantern, kerosene and gas burners. The heat source should be withdrawn gradually to avoid stress. If it were withdrawn at once, the chicks would overcrowd at one point of the brooder resulting in deaths. A thermometer should be used to check the temperature. 
The brooder should have sufficient lighting to allow the chicks to see water and food. Very bright light makes the chicks toes to shine hen toe pecking and also makes the chicks blind. Dim light is therefore recommended.
4. Shape of the brooder. There should be no sharp corners in the brooder. Such corners would encourage overcrowding hence suffocation of the chicks.
Step 3
Illustrating the chicken behavior with heat variation;
The behaviour of the chicks can also be used to tell whether the temperature is correct. When the chicks move away from the heat source then the temperature is too high, while overcrowding around the heat source means the temperature is too low. When the temperature is optimum the chicks are found evenly spread all over the brooder floor.  
Conclusion
Review the lesson by briefly discussing artificial brooding and the requirements in an artificial brooder
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